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As such, I was [am] not speaking of a marginality one wishes to lose—to give
up or surrender as a part of moving into the center—but rather of a site one
stays in, clings to even, because it nourishes one’s capacity to resist. It offers
to one the possibility of radical perspective from which to see and create, to
imagine alternatives, new worlds.

- bell hooks, Yearning (1990:149-150)

Rather than presenting ‘development’ as invariably top-down, hegemonic and
static, the challenge for anthropology is to show how political activism both
from within and outside the institutions and networks which produce
development discourses can help problematize and overturn dominant
paradigms.
- Gardner and Lewis, “Dominant Paradigms
Overturned or ‘Business as Usual’?”” (2000: 16)

il



il

Dr. Ananta Kumar Giri

Associate Professor

Madras Institute of Development Studies
79, Second Main Road, Gandhinagar
Adyar, Chennai — 600 020

Certificate

This is to certify that this thesis entitled “Resisting Domination: Conflicts over
Development and Tribal Movements in Contemporary Orissa” is a bonafide research
work carried out by Rajakishor Mahana with my guidance and supervision and is being
submitted to the University of Madras, Chennai, for the award of degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in Anthropology. The results presented in this thesis have not formed the basis

for the award of any degree, diploma or other similar titles to the candidate.

Place: Chennai Dr. Ananta Kumar Giri

Date: August 2011 Research Supervisor



v

Beclaration

I hereby declare that the thesis entitled “Resisting Domination: Conflicts over
Development and Tribal Movements in Contemporary Orissa” is the outcome of my own
study undertaken with the guidance and supervision of Dr. Ananta Kumar Giri in Madras
Institute of Development Studies, Chennai. The thesis has not been submitted previously to
any university or other such institutions for the award of any degree, diploma or other similar

titles.

Place: Chennai

Date: August 2011 Rajakishor Mahana



Acknowledgements

Ethnographic fieldwork and writing take a long time. They build on intimate ties and
attachments, long journeys and intellectual inspirations. The work of writing this thesis
required more than two years of fieldwork, in different phases, between 2006 and 2010.
Madras Institute of Development Studies, Chennai, provided me enough space and
institutional support throughout my PhD career. My PhD work was supported by a three year
fellowship from the Indian Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi, supplemented by
one year grant from the Malcolm Adisseshiah Trust, Madras Institute of Development
Studies, Chennai. The period of quiet contemplation necessary for revising and editing the
thesis draft was supported by a visiting fellowship from the Food Security Center, and the
Department of Social Sciences in Agriculture, University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart, which
provided generous office space, institutional support and liberty to do the same.

My Research Supervisor, Ananta Kumar Giri, combined intellectual wisdom with
warmth and friendliness. I am grateful to him for his academic guidance and personal care,
especially for giving me a lot of freedom to work on my own and reading my multiple drafts.
I am deeply grateful to a few other teachers who nurtured this work with their kind attention
and generous supports: Ajit Menon, M. Vijayabaskar, Anil K. Gupta, Volker Hoffmann, L.
K. Mahapatra, Prassana Kumar Nayak, Sabita Acharya and Santosh Kumar Mohapatra.
Particularly, I am deeply indebted to Ajit Menon for reading some of the chapters of the
earlier draft and the introduction chapter of the final draft and providing his critical
comments, editorial support and personal help. Anil Gupta assisted me with a small financial
support and office space along with his encouragements for re-writing some of the chapters
of the thesis. I am all gratitude to Volker Hoffmann, my mentor at Department of Agriculture
in Social Sciences, University of Hohenheim, for his insightful thoughts and friendliness,
particularly for the understanding and confidence with which he allowed me to re-write the
thesis. I am thankful to my PhD Committee mentors namely S. Sumathi and Kripa Ananthpur
for their suggestions and support.

I have also benefited from the discussions with C. Laxmanan, B. K. Roy-Burman,
David Wills, John Clammer, Detlef Virchow, Gideon A. Obera, Christoph Strawe, Maria
Gerster-Bentaya, Aman Madan, Amita Baviskar, Satish Despande, Carol Uppadhyaya,
Sundar Sarukkai, Raka Roy, Achyut Das, Vidya Das, Debaranjan Sarangi, Saroj Mohanty,



vi

Rabisankar Pradhan, Harihar Das, A. C. Sahoo and Pratap Kumar Singh. Particularly, I will
remain ever grateful to Pratap Kumar Singh for introducing me to Kalinganagar and Achyut
Das and Vidya Das for introducing me to Kashipur along with sharing their magnanimous
supports, insightful thoughts and debatable ideas.

Most of the encounters and dialogues that are presented in this thesis took place in
many villages and towns in different parts of Orissa. It is really difficult to convey my
heartfelt gratitude to those who have not only accepted me as one of their relatives and
welcomed me to their homes but also shared so freely their time, resource, knowledge, joy,
fear and despair. Nonetheless, | would like to thank the devoted families in my field areas
with whom I ate, lived, laughed and complained. In Maikanch village in Kashipur, Rayagada,
I am deeply indebted to Dudheswar Jhodia for not only accepting me as his younger brother,
making provision of food and accommodation for months together but also providing all
possible supports ensuring success of my fieldwork and a pleasant stay. He introduced me to
the Kashipur movement by narrating his live and thrilling experience of working as a leader
of the agitation. His wife Ujala was extremely kind to take care of me as an elder sister. I am
equally grateful to his brothers Tumbeswar and Trinath and their families for their hospitality
and care. His youngest brother Krushna was my best friend and field guide who was always
with me whether taking bath in nearby springs, eating, making field-visits, taking interview,
playing games or taking rest at night. I owe a great debt to Damayanti Jhodia, Subarna
Jhodia, Subash Jhodia, Daitari Jhodia, Dana Jhodia, Prakash Jhodia, Sibaram Naik, Gita
Naik, Subash Naik, Prabhudan Naik, Danei Jhodia, Maina Jhodia, Surja Jhodia and all their
families for their generous hospitality, love, care and fun.

It is hard to find words to express my gratitude to Bhagaban Majhi and Laxmi Majhi of
Kucheipadar village for their rich and homely hospitality and concern for my fieldwork.
Particularly, I cannot thank Bhagaban enough for sharing his time so generously for giving
me long hours of interview, travelling with me to many villages, reflecting and commenting
on my research and thesis and sharing valuable documents of the PSSP. I am also thankful to
Tankdhar Majhi, Sumi Majhi, Anchala Majhi, Rama Majhi and all their families for their
hospitality and care. I am grateful to some of the elderly persons of the village namely
Mukuta Majhi, Akhila Saunta, Laxman Majhi, Maharaja Majhi and Krushna Saunta who
graced me with their rich knowledge and experience. In Kashipur, I am also thankful to Nath
Jani and Sankar Muduli of Bagrijhola, Manohar Jhodia of Siriguda, Bulka Miniaka and Alai



vii

Majhi of Barigaon for their hospitality, knowledge and experience. Bhagabat Prasad Rath of
Rayagada town was an invaluable teacher and a companionate person of his kind.

In Kalinganagar, Jajpur, I am thankful to Rabindra Jarika of Chandia, Hari Charan
Hibru of Madhuban, Amarsingh Banara Belahuri, Rajendra Kalundia of Baligotha, Fakir
Champia of Champakoila, Chema Hembram of Gadhapur and Sony Jamuda and Chakradhar
Hibru of Ambagadia for sharing of their generous hospitality, time and knowledge.
Particularly, I am grateful to Amarsingh and his family for inviting me to stay with them for
a few days in their house.

In Nabarangpur, | appreciate the support of Jagabandhu Majhi for his hospitality and
knowledge. I am thankful to him particularly for introducing me to the families of Dabulu
Gond and Harabati Gond — two families who quickly invited me to their homes and where I
stayed most of my time during my fieldwork in Raighar, Umarkote and Jharigaon blocks. I
am grateful to both Dabulu and Harabati for sharing their rich knowledge and experience.
Harabati’s husband Duryodhan and brother Hanumant were very helpful in taking me to
different tribal and Bengali villages for meeting people and taking interviews.

In Baragarh and Sambalpur, I am thankful to Muktakantha Pradhan, Prasanna Kumar
Sahu, Lingaraj Pradhan, Rabisankar Pradhan and Saroj Mohanty for their hospitality and
insights. In Rairanjpur, Mayurbhanj, I will remain ever grateful to Chhutai Soren for giving
me enough time and sharing his rich knowledge on Santali language movement, and to my
friend Karu Marandi for welcoming me to stay in his house for a few days.

Bernard Meltzer’s saying, “A true friend is someone who thinks that you are a good
egg even though he knows that you are slightly cracked” is really true. The friends who
supported, helped and encouraged me in the long and grueling journey of PhD career are
Prasanta Kumar Pradhan, K. Jayashree, S. Kumaran, Ann George, M. Arivalagan, R.
Manivasagan, C. Jerome Samraj, Chandra Sekhar Bahinipati, Sushanta Kumar Mohapatra,
Mahendra Kumar Nayak, P. Chandrasekaran and A. Bhavana at Madras Institute of
Development Studies, Chennai; G. Uma and Vanishree Joseph of Gandhigram Univerisity,
Madurai; Lalit Sati, Gautam Prateek, Anamika Dey, Meghal Choksi, Subodh Bishnoi, K.
Unnikrishnan, R. Baskaran and Sonali Barma at Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad; and Christine Bosch, Vinzenz Bauer, Hossein Mahmoudi, Abhirosh Chandran,
Elfadil Adam and Bashiru Fuseini at University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart. My deepest

gratitude is due to you for all you have done. The friends who have shared useful and



viii

insightful readings of chapters of this work or full thesis include Jayashree, Prasanta, Lalit,
G. Uma, Vanishree, Christine, Gautam and Abhirosh. I humbly thank Ajit Menon, Latha
Venkatesan and Sindhu Ramachandran for their timely editorial help.

Families too were the institutional foundations for building up this work. I am deeply
touched by Devdas Mohanty for accepting me as his own younger brother. He nurtured me
with his meticulous brotherly care, spirited inspiration, academic brilliance and the humanity
of his example. His wife, Meera Mohanty, was every ready to welcome me to her home and
shower me with her love and care. My mother Taramani Mahana and my sisters Sakuntala
and Manorama have made me to be indebted to them forever for their unconditional love,
care, support and prayer. I am thankful to my sister Saraswati and her husband Umakanta

Sahu for their encouragement and best wishes.



1.1
1.2
1.3
1.3.1

1.4
1.5
1.5.1
1.5.2
1.5.3
1.54

1.5.5
1.6

I

2.1
2.2
23

I

3.1

3.2
33

Contents

Certificate
Declaration
Acknowledgements

List of Maps
List of Figures
List of Tables
List of Photos
Abbreviations
Glossary

Adivasi, Anthropology and the Postmodern Encounter:
Rethinking Development and Resistance

Development as Domination

Marginality as a Problem

Resistance as a Possibility

Movements for Transformation: A Sketch of Tribal Movements in
India

Deep Ethnography: Participant Observation and Beyond
Notes on the Terrain

Anti-Tata Steel Movement in Kalinganagar

Anti-Utkal Alumina International Ltd. Movement in Kashipur
Save Gandhamardan Movement in Paikamal

Anti-Land Alienation Movement in Umarkote, Raighar and
Jharigaon

Ol-Chiki Movement in Rairangpur

Outline of the Text

Production of “Underdevelopment”: Adivasi, Agency and the
Politics of Hunger Death in Kashipur

Revisiting Anti-Politics Machine: James Ferguson and Beyond
Kashipur Caught in the Webs of Development
The Production of Underdevelopment

Contested Development: Economy of Profit vs. Economy of
Provision

Arrival of the ‘Asura’ (demon): The New Agency of Development
Politics over Land: A Political Ecology Agenda
State, Market and Land: The Political Economy of Profit

Xii
Xii
Xii
Xii
XV
XViil

11
17
20

22
29
34
34
36
39

41
44
45

52

55
60
72

75

75

78
80

X



3.3.1
332
333
34
3.5
3.6

v

4.1
4.2
4.2.1
422
423
4.2.4
4.3

5.1
5.2

53
5.4
54.1
54.2

5.5
5.6
5.7
5.8
59

VI
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

6.6

The State

The Company

The People

Native’s Perception of Land: The Moral Economy of Provision
Struggle for Survival: No to Displacement

People’s Protest and its Consequences

Smell of Land: Internal Dynamics of Conflict over Land

Dandakaranya Project and the Seeds of Conflict
Deforestation, Kondhs and Bengalis

Jamadora Case, 24 June 2001

Kurumahandi Fight, 20 July 2001

Rengabhati Police Firing, 30 October 2001
Raighar Police Firing, 11 November 2001
Power on the Margin

Politics of Violence and Poetics of Resistance: Living with Pain
and Beyond

I. Politics of Violence

People’s Initial Response: A Survival Strategy

For the Development of Kashipur: Company’s Effort to Appease
People

People’s Opinion Poll: A Political Tradition

Police Repression

In Kashipur

In Kalinganagar

I1. Poetics of Resistance

Living in Pain

Transforming Pain

Martyrdom, Memory and Collective Identity
Legitimization of Violence

Power of the Powerlessness

Politics of the Sangathan: When Tribals Fight Back

Rethinking Hegemony

Coming Together: Origin of People’s Organization
Outside Activists

Transformation of Critical Consciousness

The Sangathan in Action: Constructing Confrontation or Providing
Services?
When People Fight Back: Gandhamardan Bachao Andolan

82
84
87
93
97
100

102

103
111
115
118
125
127
130

135

136
136

142
145
151
151
159

162
162
172
174
178
182

187

187
191
197
201

204
213



A\ 11

7.1

VIII

8.1

8.2
8.3

Struggle for Recognition of Difference: Of Identity and Dignity
OI-Chiki Movement of the Santals

Resisting Domination: Tribal Movements and the Challenges of
Transformations

Summary of the Discussion: Critique of Development and Search
for Alternatives

Politics on the Margin: Mitigating Misery

Resisting Domination: An Alternative Power

References
Appendices

220

223

230

231
239
242

247
266

xi



xii

List of Maps

SI. No. Title Page No.
Map 1 Map of Orissa showing five districts under study (1. Jajpur, 2.
Rayagada, 3. Nabarangpur, 4. Bargarh and 5. Mayurbhanj) 9
Map 2 Map of Jajpur district showing the area of study (Kalinganagar) 35
Map 3 Map of Rayagada district showing the area of study (Kashipur) 37
Map 4 Map of Bargarh district showing the area of study (Paikamal). 40
Map 5 Map of Nabarangpur showing the areas of study (Umarkote,
Raighar & Jharigaon) 43
Map 6 Map of Mayurbhan;j district showing the area of study
(Rairangpur) 45
List of Figures
SI. No. Title Page No.
Figure 1 Development as a dialectical encounter 17
Figure 2 The linear policy formation model 57
Figure 3  Linear hunger crisis and relief model 73
List of Tables
SI. No. Title Page No.
Table 1  List of plants and land allotted to them in Kalinganagar 196

Table 2 Status of displacement in Kalinganagar 196



xiil

List of Photos
SI. No. Title Page No.

Photo 1 ~ Cremation of the martyrs of the Kalinganagar police firing at
Ambagadia village. 3
Photo 2 Maikanch, a Jhodia Paraja tribal village in Kashipur,
surrounded by baada (kitchen garden), padaa (dry up lands),

dongar (shifting patches) and kiari (irrigated paddy fields) 53
Photo 3 Agriculture (both shifting and settled), the main livelihood 61
and 4 sources in Kashipur, is in practice.
Photo 5  Media highlighting adivasis of Kashipur eating tankupej (gruel 64
and 6 prepared out of mango stone)
Photo 7  The story continues - a person from Siriguda, Kashipur, 70

suffering from food shortage and “cholera” in 2007.
Photo 8  People from different parts of 770rissa and outside joining in a
protest rally organized by the BBIM against the TATA and other

companies in Kalinganagar 77
Photo 9  Proud to be a farmer, Rabindra Jarika who holds a Master’s

Degree in Sociology runs to his field every morning by 8am. 88
Photo 10  Birsingh Hesa severely injured by the supporters of BBJM. 92
Photo 11 Jharbandhaguda, a Kondh settlement inside the Dandakaranya

Reserve Forest in Jharigaon Block 112
Photo 12 Inside the Reserve Forest, a Kondh cultivating a patch of land

where he is a pseudo-owner, the real owner is somebody else. 114
Photo 13  Harabati Gond at her home in Sorguli village, Jharigaon. 120

Photo 14  “The crutches are only my help”, says Birsingh Gope, “also take

the picture of my house and wife, the only person who feeds and

keeps me alive”. 165
Photo 15 “TATA Steel Family, Rebuilding Lives, Rekindling Hopes™ —

reads the poster painted on the wall of a transit camp in

Kalinganagar 168
Photo 16 Life in fence, a transit camp in Gobarghati, Kalinganagar. 169
Photo 17 A meeting called by the Utkal Alumina Dwara Prabhabita o

Kshatigrasta Committee where all leaders from all political

parties along with the PSSP took part. One the DPs sarcastically

saying how the promises of the company and political leaders

were just a farce. 171
Photo 18 “Here remains our God”, says Rajendra Kalundia remembering
and 19 the sahids of Kalinganagar. From left to right, Sahid stambha at

Champakoila and Veer Bhumi in Ambagadia. 176
Photo 20 In protest, the PSSP along with the DPs and the leaders of APC
closing the gate of UAIL for an uncertain period. 180

Photo 21  “Trespasser will be punished”, an arrow posted at the entrance of
village Baligotha indicates the danger of trespassing into the
tribal villages of Kalinganagar without their permission. 184

Photo 22 Road blockade at Kucheipadar village demanding immediate



Photo 23
and 24
Photo 25

Photo 26
Photo 27

solution to the diarrhoea and other problem in the area.
Activists travelling village to village for distributing medicine
and creating awareness for checking diarrhoea

The Nrusimhanath Temple at the foothills of the Gandhamardan
in Paikamal

Pandit Raghunath Murmu, the inventor of O/-Chiki script.
Coming up of labour unions in Kashipur after the arrival of
UAIL in the area.

207

209

214
224

238

X1V



Abbreviations

ADM: Additional District Magistrate

AISC: All-India Santal Council

AISWA: All-India Santali Writers' Association
am: Anti-meridian

AOOSU: All Orissa Ol-Chiki Students' Union
AP: Andhra Pradesh

APC: All Party Committee

ASECA: Adivasi Socio-Educational and Cultural Association
BA: Bachelor of Arts

BALCO: Bharat Aluminum Company

BBJM: Bisthapan Birodhi Jana Manch

BDO: Block Development Officer

BJD: Biju Janata Dal

BJP: Bharatiya Janata Party

BPD: Business Partner for Development

BPL: Below Poverty Line

CI: Circle Inspector (of Police)

CM: Chief Minister

Cr.P.C.: The Code of Criminal Procedure

DC: District Collector

CRPF: Central Reserve Police Force

DDA: Dandakaranya Development Authority
DFID: Department for International Development
DFO: District Forest Officer

DIG: District Inspector General

DM: District Magistrate

DNK: Dandakaranya

DP: Displaced Person

DPEP: District Primary Education Programme
DRDA: District Rural Development Agency



EIA: Environmental Impact Assessment

EMP: Environmental Management Plan

ESG: Employment Guarantee Scheme

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organisation

GBA: Gandhamardan Bachao Andolan

Gol: Government of India

GoO: Government of Orissa

GP: Gram Panchayat

IDCO: Industrial Development Corporation of Orissa
IFAD: International Fund for Agriculture Development
IG: Inspector General

ITDA: Integrated Tribal Development Approach

kg: Kilogram

km: Kilometer

MA: Master of Arts

MECL: Mineral Exploration Corporation Ltd.
MESCO: Mid-East Steel Company

MFP: Minor Forest Produce

MIL: Modern Indian Language

MLA: Member of Legislative Assembly

MNC: Multi National Company

MP: Member of Parliament

NALCO: National Aluminum Company

NCC: National Cadet Corps

NGO: Non-Governmental Organisation

NINL: Nilanchal Ispat Nigam Ltd.

NREGA: National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
NREGS: National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme
OBC: Other Backward Caste

ODM: Orissa Directorate of Mines

OIC: Officer-in-Charge

OMC: Orissa Mining Corporation

Xvi



Xvii

OPSC: Orissa Public Service Commission
OSPCB: Orissa State Pollution Control Board
OTDP: Orissa Tribal Development Programme
OUAT: Orissa University of Agriculture and Technology
PA: Project Administrator

PAP: Project Affected People

PDS: Public Distribution System

PESA: Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act
PHC: Primary Health Centre

pm: Post-meridian

PMU: Project Management Unit

POSCO: Pohang Steel Company

PSSP: Prakrutik Sampad Suraksha Parisad
R&R: Rehabilitation and Resettlement

RDC: Revenue Divisional Commissioner

RI: Revenue Inspector

SBM: Santali Bhasa Morcha

SC: Scheduled Caste

SP: Superintendent of Police

ST: Scheduled Tribe

TATA: Tata Steel Company Ltd.

UAIL: Utkal Alumina International Ltd.
UNDP: United Nations Development Programme
UNICEF: United Nations Children's Fund
UNO: United Nations Organisation

UPSC: Union Public Service Commission
URDS: Utkal Rural Development Society
VHP: Viswa Hindu Parisad

VLW: Village Level Worker

VSS: Vana Suraksha Samitis

WFP: World Food Programme

WHO: World Health Organisation



Glossary
Adivasi

Alsi
Ambdijhola
Andolanakari
Asur

Baada
Babu
Bandh

Barsika diwas
Bazaar
Berenamunda

Bhaina
Bhumipuja

Bidi/ biri

Chanda
Crore
Cumpander agyan

Dahariya bage

Dalal
Darbar
Dharnas
Dikus

Dola
Dongar
Garadu
Gauntia
Gherao

Ghurdi sag
Goruchari
Gotis/halias

xviii

Tribal or indigenous people. Adivasis in India are officially known as
Scheduled Tribes.

An oil seed

A curry prepared out of rice gruel added with tamarind

Activists

Demon

Kitchen garden

Can be translated as Sir or boss

Originally a Hindi word which means “closed”, is a form of protest
by activists where it is expected the general public to strike work,
and everything including the market, public transport services etc.
should remain close.

Annual day

Market

In Kondh language, it refers to a place where a number of big flat
stones arranged in a fashion of a raised platform where the village
council sits for deciding any matter.

Brother

Worship of land, the inaugural ceremony of land before constructing
a house, company etc.

Hand-made cigarette

Fee/contribution in the form of cash, kind or both.
Ten million or hundred lakhs (10,000,000)
Compounder sir

Ostracise. Literally, it means forbidden water and fire. Usually, it
means to exclude an individual, a family or a group, by general
consent, from friendship, conversation and privileges of a society.
Broker or tout

Court

Sit-ins

Aliens

Rafter

Hills

Forest guard (in Kui language)

Landlord

Originally a Bengali word meaning "encirclement," is a form of
protest where usually a group of people would surround a politician
or a government building until their demands are met, or answers
given.

A kind of greens

Grazing the cattle in the forest

Bonded labours



Gram Panchayat

Gram Sabha

Harijan

Hedu

Kanda and karadi

Kandul
Kendu
Khaadi
Khaki

Khuntkatidars

Kumpany
Kutumb panthi

Ladi
Lakh
Lathi

Maa
Mahua
Mai-bap
Manas
Mandia
Mandia pej
Mansabdar

Mansabdari
Matira poka
Naib Sarpanch

Namaskar

XiX

The local-governance unit at the village and small town level
An official meeting of all adults who live in the area covered by a
Gram Panchayat.

Meaning “child of God”, a term used by Gandhi for dalits. Officially
they are known as Scheduled Caste.
Head constable (in Kui language)

Literally means roots and shroots, but in generic sense they refer to
all forest products

A variety of pulses

Botanical name Diospyros melanoxylon,

Food

A dust colour or ash colour dress used by mostly by the police and
military personnel.

Literally means those who developed land from wild forest by
cutting stumps. It is a title given under the British Raj to Munda and
Ho tribes of this area as the first settlers who had community
ownership right over forest and its natural resources.

Company

Literally means “family fund”. The community grain bank developed
in Kashipur.

A small hut made in the farm land

One hundred thousand (100,000)

Meaning “stick”, 1s commonly used as a crowd control device by
Indian police and other such law enforcement agencies.

Mother

Botanical name Madhuca longifoli

Mother-father

A measuring unit for grain

A variety of small millet

Gruel prepared out of ragi (finger millets

The simple meaning of mansab is a post, an office, rank or status,
hence mansbdar means a rank-holder or an office. It was the generic
term for the military-type grading of all imperial officials of

the Mughal Empire.

The administrative system of the Mughal Empire that classified its
functionaries based on their rank and status.

Insects of the earth

An elected representative of the local governance (Gram Panchayat)
who acts as a deputy Sarpanch.

It is a common form of customary greeting or salutation among
Indians. When spoken to another person, it is commonly
accompanied by a slight bow of head with hands pressed together,
palms touching and fingers pointed upwards, in front of the chest.



Pallisabha

Parivar

Patta

Pikka

Podu

Pratistha diwas
Pucca

Purdah

Rabi crop
Raja
Ranjamarani

Ribini

Sagrami

Sahi

Sahid Diwas
Sahid stambha
Sahids
Sahukar

Sala (plural Sale)

Salap

Sali
Samiti Sabhya

Sangathan
Sangrami Sathi
Sarapanch

Saree/Sari
Sistu
Suan

Sukhbasi
Swargadwar

Tahasil

XX

Palli Sabha is the meeting of all the electorates of a revenue village.
Such revenue village may comprise one ward or more than one ward.
Family

Record of rights

A country cigar made of tobacco rolled in sal leaves

Shifting cultivation

Day of establishment or beginning of something

Meaning “solid” and “permanent”. Pucca houses are typically made
of concrete, stone, brick, clay tiles and/or other solid metals.

Curtain system

The crops that are sown in the winter season are called rabi crops
King

Cutting small branches from the stumps standing on the shifting
cultivation patches

It means Revenue Inspector, popularly known by the abbreviation RI
(in Kui language).

Activists / rebel

Hamlet

Martyr day

Martyr pillar

Martyrs

Moneylender

Literally means wife’s younger brother.

A variety of date palm juice added with herbal intoxicants is taken as
an intoxicant drink.

Literally means wife’s younger sister.

An elected representative of the local governance system who
represents Gram Panchayat at the Block level.

Organisation

Activist friend

A democratically elected head of a village level statutory institution
of local self-government called the Gram Panchayat in India.

A strip of unstitched cloth, ranging from four to nine meters in
length, used mostly by women to cover their body. It is popular in
India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lnaka, Bhutan, Burma And Malaysie.
Revenue or tax

A small millet

Landless families

Swarga means “heaven” and dwar means “gateway”, so literary
Swargadwar is consider as the 'Gateway to Heaven'. Name of a holy
place in Puri, Orissa where generally the Hindus believe to end their
life to go to heaven for liberating their soul and getting ultimate
salvation.

An administrative unit of local self-government for land records and



Tahasildar

Tankupej
Thana
Thikedar

Veer Bhumi
Zamindar

Zamindari
Zilla Parisada

related administrative matters, otherwise known as faluk

(talug, taluka), and mandal in some places in india.

A revenue administrative officer in charge of obtaining tax/revenue
from a Tahasil

Mango kernel gruel

Police station

Petty contractor

Land of the hero
Landlords of colonial India

Landlordship
It is a local government body at the district level in India

xxi



