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As such, I was [am] not speaking of a marginality one wishes to lose—to give 

up or surrender as a part of moving into the center—but rather of a site one 

stays in, clings to even, because it nourishes one’s capacity to resist. It offers 

to one the possibility of radical perspective from which to see and create, to 

imagine alternatives, new worlds. 

- bell hooks, Yearning (1990:149-150) 
 

 

 
 

Rather than presenting ‘development’ as invariably top-down, hegemonic and 

static, the challenge for anthropology is to show how political activism both 

from within and outside the institutions and networks which produce 

development discourses can help problematize and overturn dominant 

paradigms.  

- Gardner and Lewis, “Dominant Paradigms 

Overturned or ‘Business as Usual’?” (2000: 16) 
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Patta     Record of rights  

Pikka  A country cigar made of tobacco rolled in sal leaves                                                                     

Podu  Shifting cultivation                                                                                                         

Pratistha diwas  Day of establishment or beginning of something  

Pucca Meaning “solid” and “permanent”. Pucca houses are typically made 

of concrete, stone, brick, clay tiles and/or other solid metals.  

Purdah  Curtain system 

  

Rabi crop The crops that are sown in the winter season are called rabi crops 

Raja  King 

Ranjamarani  Cutting small branches from the stumps standing on the shifting 

cultivation patches 

Ribini  It means Revenue Inspector, popularly known by the abbreviation RI 

(in Kui language).  

  

Sagrami  Activists / rebel  

Sahi  Hamlet 

Sahid Diwas  Martyr day  

Sahid stambha  Martyr pillar 

Sahids  Martyrs 

Sahukar  Moneylender 

Sala (plural Sale)  Literally means wife’s younger brother.  

Salap  A variety of date palm juice added with herbal intoxicants is taken as 

an intoxicant drink.  

Sali Literally means wife’s younger sister.  

Samiti Sabhya  An elected representative of the local governance system who 

represents Gram Panchayat at the Block level.   

Sangathan Organisation 

Sangrami Sathi  Activist friend 

Sarapanch A democratically elected head of a village level statutory institution 

of local self-government called the Gram Panchayat in India.   

Saree/Sari A strip of unstitched cloth, ranging from four to nine meters in 

length, used mostly by women to cover their body. It is popular in 

India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lnaka, Bhutan, Burma And Malaysie. 

 Sistu  Revenue or tax  

Suan  A small millet 

Sukhbasi  Landless families  

Swargadwar  Swarga means “heaven” and dwar means “gateway”, so literary 

Swargadwar is consider as the 'Gateway to Heaven'. Name of a holy 

place in Puri, Orissa where generally the Hindus believe to end their 

life to go to heaven for liberating their soul and getting ultimate 

salvation.  

  

Tahasil An administrative unit of local self-government for land records and 
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related administrative matters, otherwise known as taluk 

(taluq, taluka), and mandal in some places in india.    

Tahasildar A revenue administrative officer in charge of obtaining tax/revenue 

from a Tahasil 

Tankupej  Mango kernel gruel 

Thana Police station 

Thikedar                                                                                                                          Petty contractor  

  

Veer Bhumi  Land of the hero 

  

Zamindar Landlords of colonial India 

Zamindari   Landlordship  

Zilla Parisada It is a local government body at the district level in India 

 

 


